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FEDERAL AND PROVINCIAL MINISTERS BOTH CITE  
BROWNFIELDS AS THE KEY TO CREATING 
LIVABLE COMMUNITIES 
 
The role of Canadian Brownfields Network and the CU I Brownies praised 
as instrumental in “moving brownfields forward.” 
 
Toronto, October 18, 2005  — Speaking at the Canadian Brownfields Conference 2005 at the 
Fairmont Chateau Laurier Hotel in Ottawa on October 13 and 14, both the Hon. John Godfrey, MP, 
Minister of State (Infrastructure and Communities) and Hon. John Gerretsen, MPP, Ontario 
Minister for Municipal Affairs and Housing praised the importance of the role being played by the 
Canadian Brownfields Network and the Canadian Urban Institute in advancing understanding of 
brownfields redevelopment in Canada. “The federal government is committed to creating 
sustainable, livable communities,” Minister Godfrey noted. “And brownfields will play a key role.”  
 
Minister Gerretsen also announced that, at the request of the Premier, he is convening a committee 
of ministers to integrate brownfields into the planning and growth management agenda.  He 
emphasized the importance of the CUI Brownies as an award program that motivates practitioners 
to “raise the bar of excellence.” 
 
The overall winner this year is Victoria’s Dockside Green, being built by Windmill Development 
Group. The Awards Selection Committee praised the project as a model of sustainable 
development. The 2005 “Brownfielder of the Year” is Angus Ross, well known for his work with the 
National Round Table on the Environment and the Economy. He is currently the volunteer chair of 
the CBN Advisory Panel. (See attached for details on the CUI Brownie Awards, once again 
sponsored by Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC)).  
 
“The Brownies are going from strength to strength,” commented Bob Onyschuk, a senior partner 
with Gowlings Lafleur Henderson LLP and chair of the Canadian Urban Institute. “Nominations were 
received this year from five provinces and one territory,” he noted. “And the quality just gets better 
and better.” 
 
The two-day conference attracted approximately 300 delegates from across the country and 
included high profile speakers from Canada, the USA and the UK.  Working sessions included 
policy decisions and requirements, financing brownfields, implementation of development, 
community planning and evaluation of sustainable remediation technology. 
 
The CUI’s vice president of education and research, Glenn Miller, confirmed that Canadian 
Brownfields 2006 will be held on October 26 and 27 in Toronto. “We are also committed to taking 
the conference outside of Ontario for the first time in 2007, in recognition of the momentum and 
interest across the country.” 
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NOTES 
 
About the Canadian Urban Institute (CUI) 
The Canadian Urban Institute (CUI) is a non-profit organization dedicated to providing solutions to important 
issues that have an impact on the quality of life in urban areas and communicating those solutions to a wide 
audience through a variety of media. 
 
The CUI brings together experts from different disciplines to connect people, money and ideas to build strong 
communities and equitable and competitive urban areas in Canada and internationally. The City of Toronto and 
the Municipality of Metropolitan Toronto established the CUI in 1990 with a mandate to: 
 

· Connect urban decision-makers at all levels of government, the corporate and community sectors to 
enhance policy making and management of urban areas. 

 
· Convene groups of decision-makers throughout Canada and abroad to facilitate the exchange of 

information between urban areas within Canada and internationally. 
 

· Communicate the results of applied research and provide training in order to foster co-operative 
approaches to urban issues. 

 
About the Brownie Awards 
The Canadian Urban Institute's annual Brownie Awards program was established in 2000 to recognize 
leadership, innovation and environmental sustainability in brownfields redevelopment across Canada. Working 
with key industry and professional organizations, the Canadian Urban Institute presents its awards at its 
Brownfields conference, held in October each year. 
 
 
About the Canadian Brownfields Network (CBN) 
The Canadian Brownfields Network (CBN) was launched in March 2004 by the Canadian Urban Institute, 
OCETA, EcoLog under the auspices of aboutREMEDIATION. The CBN provides a national voice for 
brownfields redevelopment and sustainable urban revitalization in Canada. The CBN is uniquely positioned as 
the enabling mechanism to implement the National Round Table on the Environment and Economy 
recommendations to accelerate brownfield redevelopment activities across Canada. 
 
The mandate of the CBN is to raise awareness of the economic, environmental and social benefits, and to 
transform the market through outreach and capacity-building initiatives. 
 
Significant progress has been made by the CBN since its inception. Highlights include: the formation of a CBN 
Advisory Panel comprised of a distinguished group of experts from across Canada; strategic alliances with 
industry to create market credibility; delivery of high profile conferences and workshops; a brownfields 
redevelopment toolbox; and an initial membership base of more than 200 practitioners and stakeholders. 
 
CBN members are encouraged to communicate their ideas on brownfield issues through the Brownfields 
Forum. Discussion, question and answers can be address to all members, Advisory Panel members, CBN 
executives and government bodies. 
 
 


