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Canadian Urban Institute honours Michael Harcourt   

3rd Annual Urban Leadership Awards celebrate Canada ’s champions of the public realm!  
 
Toronto, Thursday, June 1, 2006 
For Immediate Release 
 
Toronto Mayor David Miller, urban activist June Callwood and more than 500 celebrants will gather on Monday, June 5, 2006 
to honour 16 of Canada’s brightest urban visionaries, activists and local heroes at the third annual Urban Leadership Awards 
Luncheon in the Canadian Room at the Fairmont Royal York Hotel at 11:30 a.m. Former Vancouver Mayor, Premier of British 
Columbia and spinal cord injury survivor, Michael Harcourt will receive the Jane Jacobs Lifetime Achievement Award.   
 
Each year, the CUI presents the awards to organizations and individuals who through their leadership, activism, 
tenacity and vision change lives and transform communities. “These are the champions of Canada’s civic public 
realm,” said David Crombie, President and CEO of the Canadian Urban Institute.  “Their activism inspires us to 
build better cities.”  

 
Urban Leadership Award Recipients 

 
The Jane Jacobs Lifetime Achievement Award for 2006  is awarded to Michael Harcourt (Vancouver). 
For the individual who has made an extraordinary contribution to the public realm over many years and in more than one 
field, thereby gaining reputation and acclaim for their vision, passion and impact. 
 
City Renewal – Benny Farm Task Force (Montreal) 
Activities that renew revitalize and restore our cities through advocacy that shapes policy on major urban  
issues, thereby promoting attitudinal change, encouraging public participation and transforming our urban  
landscape for future generations. 
 
City Soul  – Dr. Peter Simon , Royal Conservatory of Music; Robert Sirman , Canada’s National Ballet School  
Pursuits that inspire, inform, enrich and engage our collective spirits whether through the arts, entertainment,  
heritage programs, sport and recreation, cultural exchange, or other initiatives.  
 
City Livability – Steven Peck , Green Roofs for Healthy Cities, 10,000 Trees Project (Waterloo). 
Actions that make our cities more livable from finding new ways and means to improve our healthcare,  
education and the environment to enhancing public places and spaces and instilling confidence about our  
personal safety and security. 
 
City Initiatives – Michael “Pinball” Clemons and th e Toronto Argonauts, Stop the Violence – We are Toronto; 
PACT Youth Crime Reduction Program 
Innovative initiatives that should make a significant impact on the public realm. 
 
City Youth – Jamal Clarke , Friends in Trouble Youth Initiative; Subria Lapps , (Ajax) 
Outstanding contributions to any aspect of the public realm by individuals under the age of 30. 
 
Local Heroes 
Individuals who have had a profound and lasting impact on the quality of life in their neighbourhood. 
Award Recipients : Oxford Historical Society’s Edwin Bennett; internationally renowned Diane Dupuy; architect Joe 
Lobko; GTA Faith Alliance’s Reverend Don Meredith; International Village BIA’s Mary M. Pocius (Hamilton); youth 
crime prevention crusader Staff Inspector James Sneep of the Toronto Police Service’s Community Mobilization Unit. 
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Backgrounder on 2006 Urban Leadership Awards Progra m  
 
Defining the Public Realm  
“The quality of urban life in Toronto has been rooted deeply in the quality and strength of its public realm. Education, 
healthcare, social services, public transit, arts and culture, energy resources, public safety and security, justice, libraries, 
environmental stewardship, roads, streets and public places have been the connecting tissues linking our individual private 
worlds and fusing one generation to another. The public realm has been the glue that holds the City together and the bedrock 
upon which it built its prosperity, its communities and its social peace.” 

   David Crombie, The Urban Century, Spring 2005 
Jane Jacobs Lifetime Achievement Award  
This award was created by the Canadian Urban Institute in honour of the late Jane Jacobs, a distinguished Canadian whose 
vision and leadership has fostered the development of cities around the world. Known for her dedicated and thoughtful 
activism, contributions to urban theory, numerous publications plus her energetic devotion and determination, Jane has 
encouraged us to look for the best in ourselves and to never give up.  In her final book, Dark Age Ahead, Jane reminds us of 
the importance of cherishing, nurturing and utilizing our own cultural characteristics in the pursuit of practical solutions.  
 
Profile of Michael Harcourt, 2006 recipient of the Jane Jacobs Lifetime Achievement Award 
The Honourable Michael Harcourt 

Mike Harcourt has always had his eye on cities. He has held significant urban posts his entire adult life and his interest in 
civil society, urban design, conservation and sustainable development have made him the leader he is today in advancing 
livability in our cities. 

A tremendously successful, articulate Mayor of Vancouver for three terms (1980-1986), Mr. Harcourt played a prominent 
role in establishing Vancouver as one of the world’s most livable cities through effective land use and planning. Then, as 
the 30th Premier of British Columbia (1991–1996), he extended the boundaries of quality of life in urban areas, with the 
1995 Growth Strategy Act. Among his many noteworthy achievements at that time was his success in safeguarding more 
than 12 percent of the province’s land base, establishing 500 new protected areas, through the CORE and the Land and 
Resource Management Plan land use planning processes. 

After retiring from politics, Mr. Harcourt made headlines in 2002, when a devastating six-metre fall left him partially 
paralyzed. He has shown incredible physical, emotional and spiritual strength in his remarkable recovery, and later 
published a book about his ordeal called Plan B – One Man's Journey from Tragedy to Triumph. 

In 2003, as a self-described “recovering politician,” Mr. Harcourt was appointed Federal Commissioner on the British 
Columbia Treaty Commission. His commitment to the treaty process is long-standing; as Premier in 1992, he signed the 
agreement establishing the Commission – the neutral body responsible for facilitating treaty negotiations among the 
governments of Canada, B.C. and First Nations in B.C.  

Mr. Harcourt was appointed Co-Chair of UN-HABITAT World Urban Forum III Advisory Committee in 2004. WUF III takes 
place this June in Vancouver in commemoration of the 30th anniversary of the landmark Habitat Conference in 1976 that 
inaugurated international cooperation on human settlement problems.   

He has served on the National Round Table on the Environment and the Economy, chairing the Urban Sustainability 
Program and serving on the Executive Committee, to which he contributed a unique urban perspective. Mr. Harcourt 
currently chairs the Prime Minister’s External Advisory Committee on Cities and Communities.  

Following his accident, Mr. Harcourt has become actively involved in spinal cord research and education, working with the 
Rick Hansen Man in Motion Foundation on International Collaboration on Repair Discoveries (I-CORD) and chairing the 
Spinal Cord Injury Quality of Life Advisory Group. “After the accident,” he said, “I became much more committed to the 
issues of the disabled in a way that I would never have imagined when I was going through Plan A.”  
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Mike Harcourt currently is Honorary Chair of the International Centre for Sustainable Cities, whose practical demonstration 
projects show how to implement urban sustainability. The ICSC also creates and supports peer networks to share learning 
and disseminate ideas and engages in high profile events to galvanize action on urban sustainability.   

In addition, he is Honorary Member of the Canadian Institute of Planners and speaks and advises internationally on 
sustainability solutions.  
 
Mr. Harcourt has a BA and an LLB from the University of British Columbia. He also has Honourary Doctors of Laws from 
Royal Roads University, Simon Fraser University, the University of Northern B.C. and Okanagan University College. In 
May 2003, he won the J.B. Harkin Medal Award, conservation of nature, followed by the Woodrow Wilson Award for 
Public Service in September 2005. 
 
His is the story of a man with incredible determination and vision, in every forum of his life. Utmost among Mr. Harcourt’s 
many achievements, though, is his legacy of great cities and immense hope for the future of civil society. Mike Harcourt is 
to be congratulated for his profound and lasting influence in the public realm. 
 
2005 Jury Panel  
Winners were selected by a jury comprised of CUI CEO David Crombie; urban affairs columnist Christopher Hume; 
Goodwill Industries VP Mitzie Hunter; lawyers Bohdan Onyschuk and Jane Pepino; social activist and physician Dr. 
Joseph Wong; and Leslie Woo, an advisor to the Mayor of Toronto.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

The CUI gratefully acknowledges the following participants who have helped make this event possible: 
 
Founding Sponsor: Ontario Trillium Foundation   

Leadership Gold Sponsor: Scotiabank 
 
Local Heroes Award Sponsor: Loblaw Properties Limited 

 
Leadership Award Sponsors: The John McKellar Charitable Foundation; Ministry of Public Infrastructure Renewal; 
TD Bank Financial Group; Bell Canada; TEDCO 
 
Community Builders: Carpenters Union, Central Ontario Regional Council; Fram Building Group & Slokker Canada Corp; 
Ontario Power Generation; Toronto Hydro Corporation 
 


