
Our goals
Make Housing Happen
The Affordable Housing
Coalition’s goals are to:  

1. Encourage rapid action on
high-impact housing initiatives
that can be implemented
quickly by the new provincial
government.

2. Implement the Affordable
Housing Work Group’s recom-
mendations, which include:

a. new affordable housing
b. new supportive housing 
c. new rent supplements
d. improved social 

assistance rates
e. regenerating social 

housing.

3. Provide advice in shaping
housing policies and programs.

4. Work together to encourage
and support private, non-
profit and other stakeholders
who are willing to put 
solutions in place.

5. Build on success by using the
gains from new housing 
programs to support other
housing initiatives over the
long term.

Affordable housing can happen.
The time to act is now.

What you can do
Dream it.

Do it.

The Affordable Housing Coalition
wants everyone in Toronto to
contribute ideas and energy to
solutions for our city.

If you have an idea — 
a dream — let us know. 
Let our elected officials 
know, too.

Let’s make our ideas work.

Let’s make housing happen.

For more information, 
please contact:

Jeff Evenson
Canadian Urban Institute
416-365-0816 ext. 281

Sara Lyons
Toronto City Summit Alliance
416-955-4233
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David Crombie, Co-chair
Ed Sorbara, Co-chair
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Talk to people in Toronto and
chances are you’ll meet many
people who are struggling every
month to afford their homes.
Some 266,000 households in the
Toronto region pay more than
30% of their incomes for rent. 
It’s a real hardship for people on
minimum wage, for seniors on
fixed incomes, for those who are
new to Canada and for many
working families. Everyone’s 
quality of life is at risk is when
some of us are struggling to
afford their housing.

Something can be done, though.
And it can be done now.

Building momentum
To drive the momentum, the
Toronto City Summit Alliance has
formed the Affordable Housing
Coalition. It is chaired by the
Hon. David Crombie and Ed
Sorbara, Principal, Sorbara
Group. The coalition includes rep-
resentatives of social agencies,
private sector builders and rental
housing owners, major financial
institutions, supportive care
agencies and representatives
from across the Toronto region.

The coalition will assist the vari-
ous governments by promoting
affordable housing solutions in
Toronto and by championing the
recommendations in Enough Talk,
a blueprint for providing affordable
housing in Toronto. This report
was produced by the Toronto City
Summit Alliance Affordable
Housing Work Group. 

Working together
There’s a growing consensus that
the time has come to make
affordable housing happen in
Toronto now. The Toronto City
Summit Alliance noted this in its
action plan for the region,
Enough Talk. 

There’s a new mood. We have
new elected leaders at Queen’s
Park and City Hall who have
fresh ideas. The new Ontario
government has outlined some
encouraging proposals, and
Toronto’s new mayor has told the
city that housing is a priority.
The federal government has
already set aside funds to get
housing programs moving.
Private builders are supportive, 
and while there will be some
fine-tuning of details, there is
broad agreement on how to
move ahead.

Dream it. Do it.
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