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Annual Canadian Urban Institute awards luncheon honours champions of the public realm! 

 
Toronto, Thursday, May 19, 2005  
For Immediate Release 
 
Our brightest visionaries, activists and local heroes will be honoured Tuesday, May 24, 2005, at the second annual Urban 
Leadership Awards Luncheon in the Canadian Room at the Fairmont Royal York Hotel at 11:30 a.m. Renowned journalist, 
June Callwood will receive the Jane Jacobs Lifetime Achievement Award. Urban economist and author Jane Jacobs will 
attend for the presentations as will Ed Mirvish, last year’s award recipient. Other guests include Hon. John Godfrey, Federal 
Minister of State for Infrastructure, Hon. David Caplan, provincial Minister of Public Infrastructure Renewal and Hon. John 
Gerretsen, provincial Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing. Toronto’s newly appointed Police Chief, William Blair and 
Commissioner of Emergency Management, Julian Fantino will also attend. 
 
“The accomplishments of this year’s recipients are truly extraordinary,” said David Crombie, President and CEO of the 
Canadian Urban Institute (CUI). “These outstanding people and organizations add so much to the life and vitality of our 
communities.  
 
Urban Leadership Award Recipients 
 
An articulate advocate for the Toronto region and a driving force behind the Toronto City Summit Alliance, David Pecaut 
receives the award for City Renewal.  
 
The City Livability award will be presented to:  

·  Eva’s Initiatives for providing temporary housing and shelter to disadvantaged young people.  
·  The Pathways to Education Program™ for targeted programs to help high school students in Regent Park to stay 

in school and succeed. 
·  The Horizons Program, an inner-city academic enrichment, tutoring and mentoring program provided through Upper 

Canada College and the Toronto District and Catholic School Boards. 
·  The Carpenters’ Local Union 27 Joint Apprenticeship & Training Trust Fund Inc. It delivers programs and 

apprenticeships to improve future employment opportunities for young people who are at risk. 
 

The YMCA of Greater Toronto will be honoured with the City Soul award for its commitment to building strong kids, strong 
families and strong communities. For its work in safeguarding 1.8 million acres of greenbelt in the Golden Horseshoe, The 
Greenbelt Task Force – Chair: Mayor Rob MacIsaac, will receive the City Initiatives award.  The City Youth award will be 
given both to Kehinde Bah, a local activist who urges young people to find their voice in the public realm, and Rahul Raj, 
founder of Meal Exchange that provides food to people in need. 
 
2005 Local Hero Award Recipients  

·  Angus Armstrong for the urban water safety program that he helped to found 
·  Staff Sergeant Heinz Kuck for developing Canada’s most successful graffiti eradication program 
·  Urban Elder Vern Harper who fosters better understanding between our Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal communities 
·  Glynis Logue for her leadership in environmental stewardship 
·  John Gardiner, who started a “good news” online newspaper, cktimes.ca in Chatham Kent 
·  Brad Ross, founder of Kingston’s business plan competition, First Capital Challenge.  
·  Kimmy Hoang and Lisa Wang for improving access to health care for women within Hamilton’s Vietnamese and 

Chinese communities. 
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Backgrounder on 2005 Urban Leadership Awards Program  
May 19, 2005 
 
Defining the Public Realm  
“The quality of urban life in Toronto has been rooted deeply in the quality and strength of its public realm. Education, 
healthcare, social services, public transit, arts and culture, energy resources, public safety and security, justice, libraries, 
environmental stewardship, roads, streets and public places have been the connecting tissues linking our individual private 
worlds and fusing one generation to another. The public realm has been the glue that holds the City together and the bedrock 
upon which it built its prosperity, its communities and its social peace.” 

   David Crombie, The Urban Century, Spring 2005 
Jane Jacobs Lifetime Achievement Award  
This award was created by the Canadian Urban Institute in honour of Jane Jacobs, a distinguished Canadian whose vision and 
leadership have fostered the development of cities around the world. Known for her dedicated and thoughtful activism, 
contributions to urban theory, numerous publications plus her energetic devotion and determination, Jane has encouraged us 
to look for the best in ourselves and to never give up.  In her latest book, Dark Age Ahead, Jane reminds us of the importance 
of cherishing, nurturing and utilizing our own cultural characteristics in the pursuit of practical solutions.  
 
Profile of June Callwood, 2005 recipient of the Jane Jacobs Lifetime Achievement Award 
There are several motives behind social activism: a moral creed, empathy, a just cause, a way to make a difference, solve 
a problem, perhaps to find a cure. To June Callwood, it is all of these, but primarily, “motherhood,” says her friend Sylvia 
Fraser. She calls June the “Queen Mother of Volunteerism” for which she has earned over 50 awards, 17 honorary degrees 
and was appointed Member, Officer and then Companion of the Order of Canada. Much of June Callwood’s power and 
sphere of influence stems from her profession. As an internationally acclaimed journalist, and author of 30 books and 1500 
magazine articles, she has an amazing ability to inform, persuade, cajole, and expose. Whether it is the law, women’s 
rights, child poverty, censorship, AIDS or care giving, June is outspoken – a trait that has catapulted her to household 
name status in Canada, and earned her respect worldwide.    
 
2005 Jury Panel  
Winners were selected by a jury comprised of CUI CEO David Crombie; urban affairs columnist Christopher Hume; 
Goodwill Industries VP Mitzie Hunter; lawyers Bohdan Onyschuk and Jane Pepino; social activist and physician Dr. Joseph 
Wong; and Leslie Woo, an executive with the Ontario Public Service.   

The CUI gratefully acknowledges the following sponsors who have helped make this event possible:  

Founding Sponsor   Ontario Trillium Foundation 

Local Heroes Award Sponsor  Loblaw Properties Limited 

Leadership Award Sponsors Bell Canada 
The John McKellar Charitable Foundation     
Ontario Ministry of Public Infrastructure Renewal 

     TD Bank Financial Group 
    Toronto Star 

 
Community Builders The Cadillac Fairview Corporation 

Carpenters’ Union, Central Ontario Regional Council 
Diamante Development Corporation 
EllisDon 
Fram Building Group & Slokker Canada Corporation 
Ontario Power Generation 
Ontario Realty Corporation 
The Sorbara Group 
Toronto Hydro Corporation 

 


